[37*]
" Ridiculous. An idea born of delirium. A product of tiredness and overwrought nerves. I refuse to consider it."
But consider it he did. He even went so far as to play with it in detail. He could see himself to-morrow morning getting up early and making his toilet carefully; then going out, making his way through the cool streets. He had himself announced by the policeman on duty. " To make an important statement." The superintendent received him and asked him to take a chair. He sought for words in which to begin.
At this moment he realised that his decision was already taken ; that to-morrow morning nothing could prevent him from getting up early, making his toilet carefully, and going to see the superintendent. But he wanted to make sure just why he had to go.
First of all, he made confused replies to his own question.
" Because I ought to make the first move. I have a feeling that if I don't go to see him, he will come to see me. Initiative. Offensive. Choice of battlefield. Carrying the war into the enemy's camp."
Then his arguments stood out more clearly.
** The investigation is only just beginning. They still have quite open minds. The first information they get may prove decisive. My quite spontaneous testimony, besides diverting suspicion from me, may succeed in confusing the scent for good and all. What weight are witnesses on the other side likely to carry ? A neighbour, half-asleep, who heard a noise ? Another who saw Leheudry leaving the hovel from her window, a long way off ? It would be too far off for that to count.
" There's the old concierge. That's bad. But it's bad only if Leheudry is arrested. Besides, I defy her to give a description of him which will be of any use — certainly not one which can stand up against the exactness of my own. My personality is bound to make a great impression. My testimony, thought out quietly by the only man in the world, apatt from Leheudry, who knows all about the business, can be pitched at whatever degree of clearness, coherence, and

